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R e s e a r c h  h a s  p r o v e n  t h a t  p e o p l e  w i t h o u t  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  r e c e i v e  l e s s
m e d i c a l  c a r e  a n d  h a v e  w o r s e  h e a l t h  o u t c o m e s  t h a n  p e o p l e  w i t h  h e a l t h
i n s u r a n c e .  A n  u n e x p e c t e d  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m  i s  a l s o  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e c o m e  a
m a j o r  f i n a n c i a l  b u r d e n  f o r  p e o p l e  w i t h o u t  i n s u r a n c e  a s  w e l l  a s  p e o p l e  w h o
a r e  u n d e r - i n s u r e d .  S u r v e y s  o f  b a n k r u p t c y  f i l e r s  h a v e  f o u n d  t h a t  h e a l t h
e x p e n s e s  a r e  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r  i n  f i n a n c i a l  p r o b l e m s ,
m a k i n g  t h i s  a n  i s s u e  t h a t  a f f e c t s  p e o p l e  a l o n g  e a c h  o f  t h e  S t e p s  t o  S u c c e s s .

THE  IMPORTANCE  OF

HEALTH
INSURANCE

INEQUITIES  IN  
HEALTH  INSURANCE

YOURUNITEDWAY.ORG/HEALTH-EQUITY

We used data on insurance coverage to
identify inequities in our service area.
Here’s what we found:

W h i t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  m a k e  u p . . .

5 9 %  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n

4 4 %  o f  t o t a l  u n i n s u r e d .
B u t  o n l y  a c c o u n t  f o r . . .

HOW  CAN  YOU  HELP?
D o n a t e  t o d a y  a t :   y o u r u n i t e d w a y . o r g / d o n a t e .  
Y o u r  d o n a t i o n  h e l p s  u s  m a k e  e q u i t a b l e
h e a l t h   a  r e a l i t y  f o r  o u r  r e g i o n .

H i s p a n i c  i n d i v i d u a l s  m a k e  u p . . .

1 1 %  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n

2 5 %  o f  t o t a l  u n i n s u r e d .
B u t  a c c o u n t  f o r . . .

B l a c k  i n d i v i d u a l s  m a k e  u p . . .

1 9 %  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n

2 2 %  o f  t o t a l  u n i n s u r e d .
B u t  a c c o u n t  f o r . . .

P e o p l e  u n d e r  a g e  6 5  l i v i n g
b e l o w  2 0 0 %  o f  p o v e r t y  m a k e

u p  ¼  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n . . .

. . . b u t  a c c o u n t  f o r
n e a r l y  h a l f  o f  a l l

p e o p l e  u n i n s u r e d .



A c c e s s  N o w  i s  t h e  o n l y  f r e e  c l i n i c  f o r  s p e c i a l t y  m e d i c a l  c a r e  f o r  t h e  u n i n s u r e d  i n  C e n t r a l  V i r g i n i a ,
c o o r d i n a t i n g  w i t h  h e a l t h  s y s t e m  p a r t n e r s  t o  p r o v i d e  i n t e r v e n t i o n a l ,  s u r g i c a l  a n d  d i a g n o s t i c
s e r v i c e s  t o  p a t i e n t s .  I t  m e e t s  t h e  c o m p l e x  n e e d s  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t  w i t h  d i g n i t y  a n d  r e s p e c t  r e g a r d l e s s
o f  t h e  p a t i e n t ’ s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  p a y .  A c c e s s  N o w  p r o v i d e s  4 9  u n i q u e  s p e c i a l t y  s e r v i c e s  t h r o u g h  1 , 0 7 2
p h y s i c i a n  v o l u n t e e r s  a t  a  v a l u e  o f  m o r e  t h a n  $ 5  m i l l i o n  a n n u a l l y .

ACCESS  NOW
SPECIALTY  MEDICAL  CARE  FOR  THE  UNINSURED

S i n c e  i t s  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1 9 9 7 ,  V i r g i n i a  D e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  F o u n d a t i o n ’ s  D o n a t e d  D e n t a l  S e r v i c e s
( D D S )  h a s  p r o v i d e d  d e n t a l  s e r v i c e s  v a l u e d  a t  o v e r  $ 1 5 . 2  m i l l i o n  t o  o v e r  4 , 2 0 0  p a t i e n t s .  T h e
p r o g r a m  m a t c h e s  e l i g i b l e  l o w - i n c o m e  s e n i o r s  a n d  a d u l t s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s  w i t h  v o l u n t e e r  d e n t i s t s ,
s p e c i a l i s t s  a n d  d e n t a l  l a b o r a t o r i e s  i n  t h e i r  a r e a  t h a t  p r o v i d e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t r e a t m e n t  f r e e  o f
c h a r g e  i n  t h e i r  p r i v a t e  o f f i c e s  a n d  c l i n i c s .

T h e  p r o g r a m ’ s  g o a l  i s  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e i r  p a t i e n t s  t o  g o o d  o r a l  h e a l t h .  T o  q u a l i f y  f o r  s e r v i c e s ,
p a t i e n t s  m u s t  b e  6 2  o r  o l d e r  o r  p e r m a n e n t l y  d i s a b l e d  a n d  h a v e  h o u s e h o l d  i n c o m e  t h a t  i s  1 5 0 %  o r
l e s s  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  p o v e r t y  g u i d e l i n e s .  A l s o  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  D D S  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  p r o v i d e
c a s e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  r e m a i n i n g  i n v o l v e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r o c e s s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s c r e e n i n g ,  i n t a k e ,
t r e a t m e n t  a n d  f o l l o w  u p  a l l  g o  a s  p l a n n e d .

As a part of United Way of Greater Richmond & Petersburg's
2020-22 funding cycle, 20 programs at 16 partner agencies

supporting equitable health care access are receiving a
total of $3,030,000 in community investments.

OUR  WORK  IN  HEALTH  EQUITY:
HEALTH  INSURANCE

VIRGINIA DENTAL  ASSOCIATION
DONATED  DENTAL  SERVICES
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